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der the Paſtoral Care of the De. | 
ceas a Mr. Tg Colin. TEES - 


Med Nl ns 


moving ſo faſt thoſe that labour in the Word 
and Doctrine, cannot but occaſion 4 great ma. 


Ark of God. May theſe Rebules amaten the flumbering, 
and quicken the 12 warm 1 ſſors FA the Age; that 
our Stupidity 1. not. occaſion. ſuch 4 Complaint as was. 
once maae of t 


Works of the Lord, nor conſider he. Operation of 


his Hands. wok 1 is - Nr 1 S 185 


The Epicureans 4 God's governing Providence, 
| FAY repreſented him as an Idle Spectator of Human Af 


Airs; aud indeed they do {ittle-leſs\ who account for: all, 


x by ſecond ca, as if Hhe Hand 1 Goa, 14d no- 


thing to do with them. I 


Bat the Holy Scriptures, which give the beſt. ache - 
of the Boris of Providence, aſſurt us, that the moſt W 


minute things are under the Divine Care. Our Bleſſed 


Saviour is "expreſs, that 4 Hair cannot drop from our 
Heads, nor ke be fall to the Ground without our Fa- Sd 


' ther's Permiſſion : and I obſerve, that tho Job loft his 
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7 8 7 H E ſevere Seroler * Divine Proghlenchs in er 


ny ſad and ho Thoughts." Surely our hearts. 
tremble for ſeveral Charches,' as * old Eli't did for the- 


Jews, that they regarded not the 


- 


| of Providence in the Changes that attended him; and 


q * 1 1 3 - 75 7 = . — 
| he confeſſes his | # 


joy d: The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lore. 
Nor if it be a Favourable Providence, when God bleſſes 
« People with an uble Miiſtor; thaw certainly the remo. 

val of ſuch a ane by Death muſt be a ſad ſlgnmef the Divine 

| Diſpleaſure ; eſpecially when, — to the Coarſe of 
Nature, He might have been uſeful for many Tears to 
come. This, my Brethren, you might have hop'd for from 
jour late Paſtor, who was ſuddenly © ſnatch*d. from jou. 
Tour Loſs is great, bat Heaven can relieve you under it. 
The Stream indeed that formerly refreſb'd you is dried up; 
but the Fountain is inexhauſtible : The borrow'd Light that 

oa enjoy d is eclipsd, but the Sun of Righteouſneſs will 
ever ſine with an wy ing Luſtre; for he is the ſame 

>, . . 70 day, yeſterday and for ever - und tet ſuch thoughts as- 
tlheſe be ſome revival under this terrible Stroke. 

2, „ ß * 
Tue Subjel# of the enſuing Diſcourſe is weighty and ſeri- 
ous, tho the Management of 2 below its Dignity. 


Hume ver ] am content to be reckowd in the low Claſs of 
Writers, if I can any may promote the common Edification 
| _ of the Children of Goa, or be a happy Inſtrument in the 
S Divine Hand to ſave one Saul from Death. And if you, 
4 at whoſe requeſt I Preach'd, and do now Publiſh this Ser- 
mon, reap any profit by it, may God have all the Glory, 
whoſe dus it is, and let me have an Intereſt in your Pray 


Who an your sun for Jeſu ſue 
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once to die. Our Days are determin'd as well as the 


Bodies are incident ſince the Sin of our firſt Parents, 


\ nw Sin let Death into this lower World, Om cauſe 


— at the Faneral er 


Nur. Hercules C ain 15. 


M A T. xxiv. 44. Hat.“ 6 2 
Terre te je alſo ready 1 in fb a 
Hour as 2 22 not, the fm 4 | co- | 


_ « meth. VE. 8497 4 rk Fa 755 ; ; * 8 | 
HW Death 2 ke us we cannot: 
tell; whether we ſhall have previous ngtice- 
by Sickneſs, or be cut off by a ſudden ftroke,. 
is a ſecret ſeal'd up in the Counſels of Hea- 


ven. Yet this we know, that it is appointed anto Men 


bounds of our Habitations fix*d; and he that is the 
Rector of the World ſends into i, and calls au. of i it 


how and whom he pleaſes. 
Indeed the innumerable Diſcaſes iwarkich Hinwne: 


, Servion priached at the Funerd 


'U Ja F ; be 2 1 re . at any live than that ſo many | 
la h and die; for tis Ly nokhiag jeſs then a Se. 


| ce of WV onat : : | ML 
Man is preſerv*d from its infant State to its maturer 
Age. And when Life is preſerv'd longeſt, *cis con- 
ftantly waſting, and we daily decline towards the Grave 

the Sun do towards the Earth when ' tis ſett ing, 
and uſhers in the ſad and ſilent Night. And every 
day's experience convinces us that nothing can ward off 

the fatal Blow; but Miniſters die as well as their Peo- 

*Eccl. 9. 2. ple. All things come alike to all, and there is one Event 
to the Rjghteons and to the Milet. 

It has been eſteem'd an inſtance of God's infinite 
WWiſdom and condeſcending Goodneſs, that the Trea- 
ſure of the Goſpel is committed to Earthen Veſſels; 1 
mean, that God imploys thoſe to preach who are of 
the ſame' frame and make with the People to whom 
they preach, But (as one obſerves) that which is a 
Happineſs in one reſpeQ, is a Diſadvantage in another, 
ur. That tho they are never ſo eminent and uſeful, 
they muſt die as well as their Hearers. Tour Fathers, 
where are they? ana the Prophets, do they live for ever ? © 
No ſince none ſhall be exempted from Death, but 
thoſe that are found alive at Chriſt's ſecond Coming, 
| and the'Hour of Death, and the time of our Lord's ap- | 
Y |  PFrarance being equally unknown, and conſequently 
8 uncertain as to us, the Advice and Command of our 
Saviour im the Text, is very ſeaſonable; eſpecially con- 
Naering tlic occaſion of this ſolemn Meeting, the ſad 
Inſtance of Mortality before us: for what could we 
imagine could be more properly the Voice of this 
Providence than the words juſt now-mention'd? 
£1 Therefore be ge alſo ready ; for in ſuch an Hour as ou . 
ink nor, the Son of Man comet. 
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In the beginning of this Chapter we find that upon 
1 ODE our Fefe mand obthe 
little time that Place ſhould be eatiteſy eme 322 
that there 152 not be left one Stone upon another that., 
ſhould not be thrown down. Upon receiving of this notice 
they are very inquiſitive to know; When. the/s things-yer. 3. 
ſtouldhe, end vie, ſhould be the igns of bis coming, and 
e the end of the World. The fir ee oy” „ 
theſe things be? plainly refers to what our Saviour had — 
been ſpeaking of before, viz. The Deſtruction of © 
Jerafelem ; but the other Queſtion was concerning 


zhe ſigns of Chriſt's coming, and the end of the World, \_... 
5 ee. not rk ue tr the 3 of the 
: ples putting theſe two Queſtions together, might | 
be the Apprehenſion they had, that the r 17 * . 
ment would he immediately after the Deſtruction of. + 
Jeruſalem; for this Opinion ſeems to have prevail'd in- „ 
the Apoſtles days. But however that was, this J. 
think is very evident, that the Return which our Sa- 
viour gave to the latter of the aforemention'd Queries,, s . 
do's refer to our Lord's ſecond coming to Jude Angels - 
and Men at the end.of the World; as when. he ſpeaks. LL 
ol his coming in the Clouds of. Haben with Power: and 3%. 
great Glory. Aud he ſhall ſend his Angels with 4 great — 
ſound of 4 Trumpet, and they ſhall gether together his _ 
Elea from the four Winds, , rom one end of , uit . 9 — 
the other. „ — 
Our Lord a little after this, ſigniſies how great a ſecret = 
the particular time of the General Judgment ĩs; But of CL 
| that Day and Hour knoweth no Man, no not the Angels in 
Heaven, but my Father only. This could not be ſpoken: „ 
with reference to the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem, be- | 
cauſe our Saviour did exactly foretebthe fad One 2 
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IJ 


Si - eee at the TI 
he of the Jewiſh Temple and State. Now: underſtand- 
. of our Lord's ſecondfai ous Coming, yet it ſeems 

ſtrange that any Sectetsſhoi up from 

end who eternally lay if! the” $6 6f che Färber; 
thar he that wasthe how or God, and ordain'd tobe 
\ mg _ 


* * 
* 
1 - 


5 by E faid yin Learn Men e this 7 
. Which T have not time to recite: That whieli ſeems 
beſt to clear it, is to diſtißguiſh bet wixt the Humane. 

3 and Divine Nature of our Saviour; for tho as God he 
knew all things, yet as Man he did not! The Humane 
Underſtanding of our Saviour was finite, therefore 
could not be . Moreover, thoſe” Corymiu- 
nications of Light which the Deity of Chriſt made to 

=_ -- his Humane Soul, were 8 7 Ir :: therefore; 

Is as Man he had more Wiſdom and Khowledg' at one 

ttimme than at another, or elſe he could not have been 5 
uk. 2.32. ſaid; ro grow in Wiſdom. ' _ 777 BW | 
But I go on: Our Bleſſed Saviour i in ſeveral. Verſes | 
1 ing the Text, gives an Account how ſudden 
and ſurprizing his Coming at thẽ end of the World 
Ver-37- would. De, ut a5 the days of Noe were, fo ſhall alſo the, 
Fork the Son of Man be. © The People of the Old 
Wot 4405100 ber e e bufineſs and divers P 


Wan 3 
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3: 4 * The 3 . not 70 be raken ſtrily We ere 

i cammoniy called an 1 this were to make our Saviour's ym pray 
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N Mr þ, Ke do not know 7 be Dy, m al 

55 2. lie four ons of the Year are by che Geeby dalled b 

* chis ſenſe ee Word is 1 — in the bo oa 1. 
hut in other Places. ABp. Tillotſon in his, oth Poſthumous Vol, P b., 
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: The nearneſs of our Lord's appr Vi 
Hundred Vears ago, was repreſented by his /azaing 


J Mr. Hercules Collins, 
ſions of Life, #ntil che Day that Noah enrer'd into tlie 
Ark; and knem not antil. the Flood: came and took: them. 


'q 


all away. So ſhall alſo tis coming of the Son of. May be. 


Upon which our Saviour preſſes to conſtant Vigilancy; 


* 


V. 38, 39 Ee: 45 


and in the next words repreſents his ſudden coming. 


by a Thief*s ſtealin g upon a Man at an unknown and. - 


uncertain: Hour of che Night,” When he has net the 


& 


leaſt expectation of being diſturbd er injur d. Fr. 


(ſays he) nom this, or, as ſome think it may be better 


render'd, Tox do tnom this, that if the good Man of the, 
Houſe had knows in what: Watch, the Thief wauld come, 


he would have watch? u, And would not have "ſuffer? d his | 
Houſe to be broken ap. q. d. If every Houſeholder 
would be thus careful to. prevent the ſpoiling of his 


Goods and the loſs of his earthly Treaſure, how much 
more reaſon is there for your providing againſt | my | 
x5 


coming, for ſhould it be while you are unpiepar 
ou muſt ſuſtain an infinite loſs, that can never be 


N 


Therefore be ye alſo ready); for in ſuch an Hour 40 Jon 5 


think not, the Son of Man comet s. 
Our Blefſed Saviour frequently calls himſelf the 


Son of Man, who as ſuch is to be our Judg; and un- 


der that Character he ſhall come, with all the Enſigns 
of Pomp and Terror, at the end of the World, to 
paſs a definitive Sentence on the Quick and the Dead. 


dach, above ſixteen 


before the door. How ſuddenly that Door may open, 


and the 
remains 


up this Secret in ſacred Darkneſs, that we might be 
always ready. I allow that the Coming mention d in 
our Text do's refer to Chriſt's ſecond Solemn appear- 


B Ace 


Weite cc of which we ſhall lain l 
ynceal'd from the World; God having 8 laid A 
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3 Sermon preached at the Ra 


| ance as Judg ; yet I ſee no reaſon but it may be i im⸗ 
prov'd car peR to our Lord's other Coming previs 
ous to that; I mean to ſummon us out of the World : 
by Death, which unalterably binds us over to the final 
Aſſize; for the Day of Death do's as effectually deter- 
mine the State of Individuals, as the laſt Judgment 
ſhall that of the whole World: The ſuddenneſs of its 
coming may be the ſame, and the State of every. Soul 
will be the ſame; for after Death there will be no- 
opportunity for correcking the diſorders of Life, and: 
eonſequently the danger. of being unprepar'd' for 
Death muſt needs be the ſame as to unprovided: fon 
the day of Judgment. _ 
.* Therefore be ye alſo ready Be c. The Words are a genu- 
ende from the Conſideration of Chriſt's ſe- 
cond ſudden appearance to ug the Forks; wherein . 
un W 2 | 


Firf, A very "ons Duty extiorted toy # i. 6: To 2 
get read) for timt Awful Dey. . 
Secondly, A forcible Reaſon to FS 00 to thi 3 

in theſe Words, For in ſuch an Hour as jo think not ; 
the Son of Man cometh, | 
I ſhall (as God ſhall aſſiſt): ſpeak to each of cheſs, 
al then make ſome Improvement ſutable to my 2 
and the ſad Occaſion of preaching from it. ny 


Firſt, Lam to open this Important Duty to "which | 

our Saviour preſſes us-in. the Text, and to tell you 

wherein conſiſts a true readineſs for Death, or the 

Second coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

I.ſhall not ſcruple to make uſe of the common di- 

"Me of. an _— and an — Readi- a 
Wy 


1. I; 


Wh . 


. ba 7 wm ot tr 
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e Mr. Hercules Collins- 


1. Lam toconſider a readineſs for Death and Judg- 


ment as Habitual, which conſiſts. in « relative Change 


in the State, and à real Change in the Nature of a Man. 


For we muſt remember that by the Apoſtacy of Adam  . : - 


e are not only made guilty, but polluted Creatures. 


The former renders us obnoxious to the Juſtice, and 


the latter odious to the infinite Holineſs of the Divine 


Nature; by the one we have loſt our R zoht J -and of roy | 


the other our Meetreſs for the injoyment of G 


Now we cannot be prepar'd for our Lord's coming, 


unleſs. the former be reſtor'd, and the latter be fe- 
. c, ANG. ebe e bu: 


| AE (70072465 4. LO TEN nod TT 
But, (I.) in order to a readineſs for Death and 


Judgment, there muſt be 4 relative Change in our State. 
All the Elect are by Nature legally, dead, the Law 


curſes every one that is not perfectly obedient to it. 


| The Apoſtle Paul in various places of his Epiſtle to the 


Romans proves, that all Men by Nature are under the 


damnatory Sentence of the Law. We gy cher as 
(ſays he) both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
Sin. There are not any of the choſen of God but by 


Nature are Children of Wrath. The firſt Adam was 


related to every one of us, both as a common Father 
and as a federal Head; ſo that we muſt be conſider'd 
as Parties in the firſt Covenant that God made with 
him, and. conſequently, that we ſinn'd and fell with 
him in his firſt Tranſgreſſion, and are thereby brought 


under the Curſe of the Law. Now we muſt be 


U 
: 
p 
- 9. 
: — 
- 


brought out of this State of Guilt and Wrath into a 5 


State of Righteouſneſs, which is effectually done by 
the Imputation of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to the 
Soul, which it receives hy Faith alone. 
By theRighteouſneſs of Chriſt, I mean his perfect an 

compleat Obedience to the Law, and his ſuffering the 


= pe- 


rfect and 


W 4 Sermn EW? at the Faltrat 
ben nalty of it; the whole of what our Saviour did and 

ffer d, his active and paſſive Obedience, which is 
imputed or reckon'd to every believing Sinner. For 


Rom.10.4- the Apoſtle fays, C hrift is the end of the Law for Righ. 


Tttoaſicſs to e vem one that believeth. As the Diſobedience 


| of the firſt Adam makes us Sinners, ſo the perfect 
_ ſinleſs Obedience of the ſecond Adam makes us Righ- 
| - _ 2Cor.s. teous. For hehath made him to be Sin for ns who knew no 
*# xy; Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
hin, * Every Phraſe here is wonderfull emphatical: 
He hath made him to be Sin for us; This ſuppoſes 
Chriſt's being ſubſtituted in the room and ſtead of 
Sinners, and that he ſuſtain d the Puniſhment due to 
3 the Guilt thereof being charg'd upon him as our 
EE WG: onſor and Surety. ? Twas not the Filth of Sin, or the 
Obliquity of any Act that could be ſuppos'd to be in the- 
Nature of our Krise, Which was more pure than the 
unſtained Light : He was holy , harmleſs, andefiPd, and 
ſeparate ed Sinners. For tho he was made Sin, 1 
Kai he knew no Sin, i. e. by an 1 airing wg appro- 
„„ Be Knowledg ; 4 to Know in th ebrew dialect fip: 


| 1 | niffes 0 love, to act, to like. Therefore, his — 2 


made Sin, "miſt intend his being judicially charged in 

our ſtead with the Aut of Sin, and bearing the Pu- 
niſhment due toit; for Sin, in the Holy Scriptures, by 
Gen. 4. 7, A Meronymy of the Cauſe for the Effect, is put for the 
13. Funiſhment. of Sin, as the Scriptures in the Margin 13 
14. ſhew. And ſometimes the + Hebrew word for Sin, 
| by a Metonymy of the Adjunct for the Subject, ſigni. 
fies the Piacular Victim, or the Expiatory Sacrifice i it 

ſelf. Wo 0 made him, 18S, i. e. He 1 


— 
12 92 3 e 14k Þ fo — 7 


* Vide Ti urrettini 4 232 chli De, 5. 17, 1 16. 
9 pe Lev. 1 95 &c. ; - 
| mi 


— — — . 


" of 246. Hereidles Oolling 


tuteſd or appointed him to be a ee Sins 


as the * Greek word is ud. That me might be made 
the Righteouſneſs of God in hum By the Righteouſneſs of 
God, s not meant the eſſential Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
as God, which he has in common with the Father and 


_ the Holy Ghoſt, for that cannot be cormmunicatedeither* - 


to Angels or Men: But the Righteouſneſs here ſpoken. - 
of is the Righteouſneſs of the Mediator, and may be 
called the Rig hteouſneſ vf God, as tis the Gn mage 
neſsof him who is God-man; Which was neceſſary to 
his Sureriſhip : for flo Perſon bur he who was God, f 
the nature of his Father, and ian of the ſubſtauoe 
of his Virgin Mottferg could hade. wroupht ont aid. 
 browaht in 12 4 ever laſt bi — 2 2 as (ſhould: 
finifÞ'TrHnſereſſion am make/ar end of' Jiu. Nom until 


weare intereſſed in this Righteouſneſs, we are under 


a broken Covenant of: Works, the Ourſe of thꝰ Law, 
and the Wrath off Ged. And if 4 Man banndt lifruß 
his Head under the heavy Guilt of ort din, hen God 
ſets it in his view, and charges it on his Conſcience, 
bow can that Per ſon live? Live f did 1 ay? How 


can that Perſon think of dy 


ing; \thar lies under'thle 


Guilt of Millions of 'Tranſgreffions? 1 'Orhow\drehdful = 


mult be the proſpect of Death to ſich mr de When 


Re pale ers that the Judg he is going td ufpear before, 


e Jeſus, whoſe Spirit hu haSHrev d and re. 
whole I % bas i hted; lahd (whole Blood! he: 


| has pena trampled upon: d um woc le, 

Therefore (Sinner) if. ever thoifxwonldſtbe toad 8 
for the comitig of the Lotd; ſalinit thy Jolf r 7. 

Lak To fo Fr and 1 lbouy” rob Found i (Chis, 
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Phil, 3. 9 not 3 thy omn Righteouſneſs, which is of the 
but that mhich is through the F 4% of Chriſt, the Rags. 
 Feouſneſs much is of God by Faith. Chriſt is Jehovah our 
' Roghtrouſneſs, and we can make mention of no other 
Rightcouſneſs with advantage to our Juſtification. 
By the firſt Adamꝰs Sin we loft the Robe of our Inno- 
cency, hy the ſecond Adam's Obedience and Sufferings 
| We obtain a Garment of more Glory and greater Se. 
_ curity. For they that have ebe d this Change of 
1 Nuaiment, tho at Death they lay down their vile Bo- 
dies in the duſt, yet being thus cloth'd, they*l not be 
Was 2 found naked, but fitly adorn'd to entèr in with the 
| Brid room tothe Marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. 

3 645. To make us habitually fit for. Death and Judg- 
ment, there mut be a real Change wrought! in cur Na- 
cures. $75 $37. 5 
| i Change) 1 paſs uper all he Facuriesof the 
1 The Darleneſs of the Underſtanding 

muſt be ſcattet d With a pure Beam of Light From 
2 mal Heaven. Perſons» before they are regenerate are ſaid 
* to be Darkneſs; but when renew'd in the Spirit of 
1 their Minds, to be Light in the Lord. The Oblſtinaey 
af the ill moſt be overcome, and the Will inclind 
to chuſe that which is good: Thy People ſball be willin 
inthe. agy.of th Power. — the Affections _—_ 
be diverted from improper Objects, and plac'd on Him 
whois infinitely deſirable and loyely.. | The, defil'd 
Conſcience muſt be purg d from dead Works, by the 
—_—_ ſprinkling of t Blogd of Jeſus. The Memory muſt 
= be made. the fach Repoſitory. of the Divine Precepts 
D and Promiſes; the former to direct, the latter to 
. quicken and encourage in the diſcharge of true Evan- 
gelical Obedience. In a Word, as all the Faculties of 
uy Soul are truly ennobled by. the Grace of God bl 
this 
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his Change; ſo the conſeguenee will be, i 
Members of our Bodies will be imploy d as Inſtru- 
ments of Righteouſneſs unto. Holineſs. For that Di- 
vine Principle and Habit which hy Omaipotent Grace 
is convey d into the Soul, to raiſe it from a moral Death 
to a ſpiritual Life, will exert it ſelf in ſutable-Depert- 
ments towards God aud Man: So that ſuch an one will 
live a Life of Communion with God, and Conformity 
to him; for hie that is truly regenerate has not oy: a 
negative, but a poſitive Holineſs: He not only dens. . 
all Vngnadlineſs, and Morlaly Laſts, but lives 3 Tit. 2. 12, 
' ſoberly aud godly in this preſent Marid; as one that 1 
* looks for the ble Ned Hope and 7 Appearance of the 
Great God, and of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And let 
me tell you; — ve pompous Pretenee or glittering | 
Shew men make as to an outward Profeſſion, if they 
are not regenerated and renew'd,:cleans'd and anAified 3 
by the Grace of God and the Spirit of Chriſt, tis all 
laſignifieant and vain, as to their readineſs. for the 
Coming of the Son of God. | 
For no Perſon: can enter into the New Jeruſalem 
without anew Heart; and the beatifick Viſion is —_  : 
misꝰ'd only to thoſe that are holy: Bleſſed-ere the pure Mas. 5. 8. 
in Heart, for. they ſhall ſee God. ' Follow Peace with all. Reb. 1 3 
Alen, and Holingſs, without which: no man ſhall ſee. 14 
the Lord... And One thinks that the degree of Viſion-- 
in Heaven is according to the degree of Sanctification. 
However that be, this is certain, that Perſons muſt he 
made meet before they ſhall be made Partakers of the 
Inheritance of the Saints 1 in n And when Fer- . 
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ſons are * far advanc'd in their readineſs for Death 


and Judgment; then, herber they live, they live to 


the Lord, and whether they die, they die to the Lord; ſo 


that 3 Guing or Sung, they are the Lord's, But | 


s proceed 
3 20 T bere i is alſo an u Readinef for Death, and 


the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chliſt. 
The former refer d to our State, this Ts to our 
Fame. The one puts us in a ſaſe Condition, and the 


other into a comfortable one; Op We ire ſecured 


vith reſpect to Eternity, and byt other enabled to 
view Dani ans wth oy? as Rrong Con 
folation. 

Now an i Aud a for Death And the coming 
of Chriſt, may be conſider'd as conſiſting in, and as 
wan promoted by theſefollowingthings./ © - 
1. Ina Conſcientious avoiding thoſe Sins char other- 
wiſe Would darken the Mind, and fill it with too much 
horror, either to be ready or deſirous to leave this 
World : Such as, Senſuality, Oppreſſion, and Uncharita- 
Mlemeſs." I mention theſe Sins, beeauſe our Saviour takes 
notide of them, and warns againſt em in this very Caſe. 


Tale heed to your | ſelves, leſt at any time your Hearts be 
overcharg d with Surfeiting and Drankenneſs and cares 
¶ this Life; and ſo that Day come upon you at unuwares. 
By Sarfeiting and Drankenneſs I do not barely under- 


ſtand thoſe two Sins, but all the ſad effects of Glattony 


and Intemperance, which as they ſtupify the animal 
Spirits, ſo they make the Mind inſenſible; they abate 
the Appetite, and ſpoil the reliſh of Spiritual things. 


And then for Uncharitableneſs,” tis particularly warn'd 


againſt on this occaſion: The Lord was wroth with 
; at wicked Servant that would not forgive his Fellow. Ser 
want a few pence, and commanded him tobe delivers to 


the 


Y 
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thACormentors, A man of a rigid implacable uncha- + 


ritable Spirit is very unfit to live, but I am ſure he is 
much more unfit to die; for how can ſuch a Man ex- 
pe& the pardon of Myriads of Sins from the Judg of 
the World, when he will not forgive his poor Brother 
a trifling Debt or a ſmall Offenes??? 
2. Endeavour after a weanedneſs from this World, 

and all the enjoyments of Senſe. As tis inconſiſtent to 


ſerve God and Mammon, fo 'tis morally impoſſible 1 


. 


to be actuallh ready for the other, while we are anxiouſ- 
ly folicitous about the Affairs of this World. The 
Cares of this Life are of a diſtracting nature; and a, 
ſtate of Wealth as well as that of Poverty, is attended 
with many Temptations and Snares: and indeed a 
Rich Man is commonly more diſtant from an aaa. 
readineſs to die, than he that is poor, becauſe his eyes 
are dazl'd with the Glories, and his Heart is faſten d to 
the Treaſures that he has in this World; ſo that the 
very thoughts of leaving his Wealth and Convenien- 
ces behind him, create an inward pain that is very 
acute, like the tearing of his Heart from the midſt of 
bh 8 AA SD AAS 
And let me tell you, there are ſome good Men, | who 
having abundance in this World, tho they are Habitu- 
ally fit to die, yet find it extremely difficult to work up 
their minds to a chearful diſpoſedneſs to leave the 
World; yea tho they are almoſt ſunk into the Grave 
with Age, yet with what kind of uneaſineſs and paſſi- 
on do they look behind 'em, like Lot's Wife when ſhe 
was leaving Sodom. Alas! whatever we affect 
with too ſtrong a Paſſion, when tis ſnatch*d fram 
us, or we ſrom it, it occaſions a proportionable Pain: 
therefore if we would*ſet looſe by the things of this 
World, and be always ready to quit them, we 


. 


4 - : ; 8 | N | 3 895 5 | 2% k 
% Ar. Hercules Collins. 
the Affections of his humane Soul, which always mov d 
agagreeably to the quality of thoſe Objects about which 

they were converfant. Therefore I ſay, ſuch a zataral 


ear of Death is not ſinful, nor inconſiſtent with an 4. 


tual readineſs for it. TH Het 
Indeed many that are habitaally fit to die, are ſo 
much indifpos'd by a ſlaviſh fear of Death, that they 
earneſtly delire longer Life, and cry out with che Plaſ- 
miſt, O ſpare me, thut I may recover Strength, before 1 


70 hence, and be no more. With what concern and unea- 
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ſineſs did good Hezekiah receive that meſſage, Sex . 


thine Houſe iu order, for thou ſbalt die and not tive. 
For tho he had walk*d with God and liv'd to him, tho 


and had done it with a perfect heart, yet upon the notice 


of his Diſſolution, when he underſtood he ſhould be re- 
mov*d from his agreable Society, and ſuddenly fink down - 


into the ſolitude of the Grave, He turnd his face toward 


hie had done that which was right in the fight of the = 


the Wall,and pray'd unto the Lord, —and wept ſore. The N, Ze. ; 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome, who thro a predominant frar of neb. a. 15. 


Death are all their Life. time ſubject to Bondage. And 
indeed there is too much of this Fear obtains upon thoſe 
that are habitually fit to die; for tho they have receiv'd 


the Spirit of Adoption, yet at ſometimes they areas full of 


doubrs and fears as thoſe who are under the Spirit of 
Bondage: tis no unuſual thing for them that afe dead 
to the Lam by the Body of Chriff 

fill under it. They that are in a very fafe State, may 


be in a very legal frame, efpecially ſuch People as 


are ſomewhat addicted to Melancholy. 1 
Now the beſt way for a Believer to overcome this, 
is to conſider what Chriſt- hath done for him. This 


„ to imagine themſelves 


the Apoſtle plainly intimates, who having ſaid that 
the Sting of Death is Sin, immediately adds, Bet 
C 3 C 2 thanks 
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ovght to have the ſame thoughts of them in the time 
of our Health, as men ordinarily have when they are 


ſick and dying. 25 
It may be ſome that hear me now, at one time or 
other have had the Sentence of Death within themſelves, 
and have expected every moment when their Souls 
would have diſlodg'd from their Bodies, Pray what 
were your thoughts then of this World, and thoſe En- 
joyments in it that now ſtrike ſo hard upon your 
enſes ? Did you not then think that they were all 


Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, and that they had 
not that in them which your flattering Expectations 


promis'd you? When you thought that you were juſt 
leaving the World, did you not look on it as a con- 


temptible trifle ? Labour to recover the ſame thoughts 


again now you are in Health, which will help you 
to fit looſe to this World and the Enjoy ments of it, and 


to promote your actual readineſs for Death and Judg- 
ment. Iſhall do - 


ſe this Head with the advice of the 
Apoſtle : But this I ſay, Brethren, the time is ſhort ; it 
remaineth, that both they that have Wives be as tho 
they had none, and they that weep as tho they wept not, 
and they that rejoice as tho they rejoic'd not, and they that 
bay as tho they poſſeſt not,and they that uſe this World as not 
abafing it; for the faſhion of this World paſſeth away, _ 
3. An atua/Reaaineſs for Death and Judgment con- 


fiſts in a freedom from the fear of Death. I do not mean 


from the natural fear of Death, but from that which 


is tormenting and flaviſh. The Love of Life is not © 


more natural than the fear of Death, and therefore the 
Sen of God himſelf do's not ſeem to be exempted from 


it; the reluctancies which out Saviour diſcover'd a- 


gainſt his dying did not in the leaſt impeach the Rec- 
titude of his Nature: there were no Irregularities in 
1 * "a e | : | | the 
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pho among you can awell with devouring Fire? mo among 
ou can dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? Indeed ſuch as 


are freed from the fears of Death, and the Bondage 


that is conſequent thereupon, can welcom Death in 


its approaches, and ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Tho I t 


thro the wally of the ſhadow of Death, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me. They look on Death as a Meſ- 
ſenger ſent to call them home to their Father's Houſe, 
where they ſhall enjoy a Freedom from all moral and 
penal Evils,and be-raisd to the enjoyment of the high- 


eſt poſitive Good. For in God's Preſence is fulneſs of Joy, 


and at his right Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore. 


4. If we would be actually ready for Death, we 
muſt be diligent in the diſcharge of ever Drs: TE, 


and in the exerciſe of every Grace; as the Place an 


Circumſtances wherein God has fix d us do call for. 


Whatever God has enjoin's us whether publick or 
private, whether a Branch of our general or ſpecial 
Calling, whether perſonal or relative, we ſhould be al- 


ways ready to diſcharge theſe Obligations, to anſwer 
our Abilities, and improve all the Opportunities that 
God gives us for his Service; for the leaſt allowed 


Omiſſion will fill ys with Uneaſineſs and Confuſion. If 
our Talents are not improv'd, our Hearts will reproach 


us; and we cannot think of ſtanding with comfort at 


the Divine Bar,-if we have been unfaithful Stewards. 
Therefore, let us have our Loins girt about, and our 
Lamps burning; for bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lord 
when he cometh ſhal{xfind ſo doing. One thus imploy'd 


will have the thoughts of Death ſwee tn'd to him, eſpe · 


* /cially if his Graces are vigorous and active, as the 

- Circumſtances of his Condition call for. The Life of 

every Chriſtian is chequer'd with Mercys and Afflicti- 
* 2 5 


ons; 


* 
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ſtrike your guilty Minds with an infinite Terror? Fur 
14.33.13. 
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thanks be to God, that giveth us the Victory thro our Lord 
. es Chriſt, i. e. The Victory over Sin, and conſequent- 
ly over Death: For the Sting of Death is Sin. Now 
Chriſt having by his Death fully ſatisfy'd for Sin, 
Death hereby is diſarm'd of its Sting and Terror, the 
Guilt of Sin is remov'd by the Merit of our Saviour's 


Blood, and the Power of it deſtroy'd by the efficacy of 


dis Spirit: and when theſe are witneſo'd to the Conſci- 
ence, and the Perſon is well aſſurd E oncerning 'em, tile 
* ſlaviſh fears of Death do vaniſh ; which by the way, 


_ . + ſhould make Chriſt more precious to our Souls, and 


ſhould engage us to love him equally to the ſtrong Obli- 
tions we are under to him. 

One of the antient Romans (as Dr. Bates has ob- 
ſerv'd) ©& did highly celebrate the Afronomers, who 
& diſcover*d the true cauſe of the Eclipſes of the Sun 
« and Moon, and freed the World from the double 
4 darkneſs of Ignorance and Fear; for before that diſ- 
 covery, Men believed the obſcuring of thoſe great 
« Lights were the fainting fits of Nature, and mortal 

« Symptoms threatning an univerſal Calamity. 
But how much more Praiſe, Honour and Glory is 
due to our Bleſſed Saviour, who hath aboliſb'd Death, 

and brought Life and Immortality to light through the 

_ Goſpel, and has aſſur'd us that the Death of a Believer is 
but a paſſage out of this World to a better, where ſuch 
fhall never be at a loſs by reaſon of Darknefs, but live 
under the immediate Rays of Divine Glory and Love? 
But in all this I would not be miſtaken by thoſe that 
are unconverted : You, Sirs, are not the Perſons that 
ſhould not fear Death, for you have all the reaſon in 

the World to fear it; for when you ſee Death riding on 


a pale: Horſe, what can you expect ſhould follow w- 2 


but fiery Indignation and an eternal Hell, which will 


ſtrike 
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5 ons and according to the different States of Sorrow 
or Triumph, are our active or paſſive Graces to, be 
aw forth into exerciſe. So that we may abound in z all Z 
ile Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God the Father. In a word, - 
do not defer any thing to a Death-bed; that may and 
ovght to be done in the time of Health. Let your 
Hovſe' be ſet in order as well as your Soul, and then 
youll have Os to do but to die, when you arg 
called hence. 
$5. Live a Liſe of Communion with God, and daily 
wake for your Change, and the, Lord's ſecond Com- 
I a Believer has for a time been off from his 
Watch, and intermitted the Exerciſe: of Grace, and 
His not had any Communion with God, the Thoughts 
of Death will be ſome what ſtartling. He that would 
be always ready to leave this Earth, muſt conftantly 
have his Converſation in Heaven. And fuch a one 
that's converſant in the other, will be like a Stranger 
in this World: He walks with God heres and when 
Vid Dr. he leaves the World (to uſe the Words 'of a dying 
Dear, v Saint) changes his Room, bat not his Com mpany. * oo 
128. Was always with him on Earth, and he ſhall be ever 


with God in Heaven. I ſhall cloſe this Head with me”. - 


Words of the Apoſtle John: And nom, little Children, 
1Joh. 2.28. abide in him; that when he ſhall a fprar, we may have 
Confidence, and not be aſhamed be 11 im at his Coming. 

6. Let us revive in our Minds thoſe Promiſes which 
gave us incouragement at firſt to come to Chriſt, and 
venture our Souls upon him. The Spirit of God 


Works by the Word, and every Chriſtian has ſume 


Word upon which God has cauſed him to hope. 

— Now in order to an actual Readineſs for Death, we 
mult labour to be — forth frequent Acts of Faith N 

on 


1 — 
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on Chriſt, thro thoſe Promiſes that have been power- PT 
fully ier eſt on our Minds, and which have encou- = 

rag'd us as bb hope in the Mercy of God thro: the Re. 
deemer. And here let us obſer ve whether theſe keep. 
us at the foot of Chriſt, and raiſe our eſteem of him * 
whether they engage to a thorough unaffected Piety, . 
to a cloſe regular Walk with God, and Dependance o 

him: And it theſe are the Effects, we ſhall be capable 
of clearing up our Evidences for Heaven, without 


Which we cannot pals out of this World vn oom. 


1 


Indeed wu ee 4. 45 asralled 

go out into a Place which: he ſhould after receive "for 4 an 

Inheritance, obejed ; and he went, noi knowing whither ble 

went, But certainly none can be willing to go out of 

this World into the next, while he doubts whether 

he ſhall go to Heaven or Hell, whether he ſhallaſcend 

into the Mill of God, or drop into a Late ef Fire. To. 

be doubting and dying at the ſame time, is a very un- 
comfortable thing; yet this has been the Lot of ſome. 

of the Children of. God, who tho they have been 

habitually fit to die, have not been actually ready: 

Therefore as you would avoid being xt and un- | 

eaſy.in your laſt moments, labour after a well- -ground- 

: ed — of the Divine Favour, which being ob- 

tain'd, will enable you to ſay with old Simeon, Nom 
letteſt "thou, thy Servant depart in peace, or mine Hes 

have ſeen thy Salvation. 


7. An aQual Readineſs for Death and the Comag ? 
of Chriſt is promoted by the lively and-vigorous Re- 


| preſentation to our Minds of the Glories of the Hea- 


venly Inheritance. Therefore frequently think of the 


Weight and Luſtre of thoſe Crowns that are prepar*d 
for the faithful Follower eLamb : Think of the 


Society 
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| Society and Imploy of the Bleſſed, the Perfection of 

their Knowledg, Purity and Love, the Magnificence 

and Grandeur of Chriſt in his glorified Humanity, 

and how Millions of obſequious Spirits bow at his 

Feet. Think again how officious and ready the chief 
Principalities of the glorious Empire are to convey the 
Souls of ſuch as die in the Lord thro the vaſt Regions 

of Air to their Father's Houſe. - And can you think 

of theſe things without earneſt Deſires to depart, and 

tobe with Chriſt? Surely a good man that has been 

long inur'd to ſuch Contemplations, can very eaſily 

- _ _  quithis Body, and very joyfully commend his depart- 

Lt ing > into his Hands that has bought it with his 


Secondly, I proceed now to conſider. the forcible MF, 
Reaſon our Blefſed/Saviour uſes to preſs this Duty of 
being Read); For in ſuch an Hour. as ye think not, the 

' Sonof Man cometh. I have already ſignified to you, 

that by the Coming of Chriſt, we are to underſtand his 

| ſecond ſolemn Appearance to judg the World, the 
Certainty of which is here ſuppos'd and taken for 
granted. But that wherein the force of the Argu- 
ment lies is, That he ſball come in an Hour me think not of. 

1 M ben he is leaſt thought of or look?d for, when Men 

—_ are ſtupid and inſenfible, and do not expect his Com- 

a ning, then ſhall Mankind be ſurpriz d with the Ap- 
pearance of their Judg, as were the Old World with 
a deſtroying Deluge: For as a Snare ſhall it come upon 
all them that dwell on the face of the Earth. | 

We are as certain that Chriſt will come, as if his 

Coming were paſt or preſent, as if we now heard the 
Sound of the laſt Trump, and ſaw the Heavens open, 

and the Son of God moving towards us thro the Air 

? in 
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in the Charice of a bright Cloud: But we cannot tell 
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whether he'll appear in the firſt or ſecond, in the thirds. 
or fourth Watch of the N ight ; ſo that tis reaſonable? _ 


that we watch the whole N ight, I mean, that we be" E- 


always ready, 


Weare as ignorant about the time of our Death, as 


we are about Chriſt's ſecond Coming; for People are 
call'd out of this World in an hour they think not of. 


There is no Place, Time or Company can fecure us 
from a ſl udden Death. 


We read that the ten Virgins were called while N 


ſlumbering, and at Midnight. 80, Sinner, God may 
ſtop thy Breath when thou art moſt ſecure, nd calf 
thee hence when thou haſt the leaſt thoughts of thy 
Departure. When Sinners cry Peace, Peace, then comes 
ſudden Deſtruction, as Travail | upon 4 Woman with' 
Child. Some of you that are hearing this 
before Midnight may be laid but for your own Fane | 
ral, and the Sound of that Meſſenger's Feet my be 
at the door, that ſhall carry you to your GraveG. 
Ahab little thought the Hour of his Death was ſo 
near, when he reptoach'd the Prophet we" the' Lord, 


and threw him into Priſon, _ pt oven 
Azgag was very confident of bis living, e he cry'd 


out, Sarely the Bitterneſs of Death is paſt + hut, alas, 1 Sam.15. 
ina very little time his Confidence is turn'd into Con 


32 


fuſion; for the Man! Is bewn in Pieces ee the Lord: in ver 


Gilgal.” 7 
Pharaoh in the height of his Rage reſolves to ſatiſ. 


14 


” his Luſt, and to divide the Spoil when he purſu'd f 2 
e J 


Iſraelites ; but before he could E his N ere | 


the Sea becomes his Sepulcher. 419 


How often does God furptize Sinners with üer 


pecbed Summons bo, his awful Tribunal, hen che 
9 4 9 n Fe. 14 5459 © e 


4 Sermon preached at the Funeral 
the rich Epicare in the Goſpel, they are pleas d with 
the Goods they have laid up for many Years, and are 
flattering themſelves with the expectation of a long 
and merry Life, but in a moment they go down ta the 
Daft, and God requires their Souls of them in an Hour 


they thought not of. 


The Lamp of Life is ſometimes blown out with a 


un Death. 
at the Ap- 


I come now to make ſome Improvement of what I 
| haveſaid. And | OS OO os 


1. What I have ſpoken diſcovers to us both the Wiſ- 


dom and the Mercy of God, in concealing from us 
the particular time of our Death, and the Day of our 
Lord's A ing. It muſt be allow'd to be a great 
© Mercy to fallen Creatures that God hath hid from em 


future Events; for if we all knew the exact Day of 


our Death, and the preciſe time that our Judg would 


come, either t would unfit us for ſocial Duties and the 

Civil Concerns of Life, or elſe upon the proſpect of 

its heing very diſtant, would induce us to defer our 

Preparations, and give our ſelves a Looſe to Sin. 

H all that die in the flouriſhing Bloom of 1 
| ” 1 S 


* 


| of. Ar. He reules Collins, 5 
knew a little before their Death, that upon ſuch a Day 
they ſhould paſs from this World to the next; that 


they ſhould finiſh Time, and enter upon 
how would the innocent Joys of Life be dampt, and 


their important Buſineſs retarded, and their U ſefulneſs 
to the Community entirely obſtructed? What Perſon 
would apply his Thoughts to Learning or Trade, that 


knew ſo ſoon as he was fitted for either, he ſhould 


fink down into the Duſt of Death? So that ſuch 3 
Knowledg of future Events would be deſtructive to 
Human Society, and inſtead of furthering the . | 


neſs of reaſonable Creatures, would prevent thei 


Eternity; 4 


Therefore God has in great kindneſs towards is 


conceal'd from us future Events: And 1 have oſten 


thought that the Wiſdom and Mercy of God areas 


— 


much diſplay'd in hiding ſome things from us, as 
revealing other things to us. Our Days are deter min q, 
and the general meaſure of Human Life is laid dov 


EL. 1 p „ E284 i un 
in Divine Revelation; but the preciſe time of our 


Death and the Day of Judgment is in great Wiſdom 


and Goodneſs hid from us, God having reſervd the 


oy 
* 


Secrets of his Decrees in his owh, Power, chat ſo We 


miglit be a/ways read: „ 
2. How much are they to blame who put the evil 


Day far from them, and exerciſe no ſerious Thoughts 


about being ready for Death and our Lord's ſecond 


Coming. That this is ſo in fact I need not prove; 


for our own Obſervation will furniſh us with too many 


ſad Inſtances of this nature. 
Young People are ready to conci courſ 
they mult live to be old, tho thouſands younger than 


dne fall at the Right Fig, and ten thouſands at 


conclude, that of courſe - 


1h on, | 


* 
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IT boſe that are old think, that ſince they have con- 


tinued ſo long, there will be the addition of ſome more 


Years to their Lives: and tho the Scripture aſſures us, 
that our Life is but as a Vapoar which appeareth alittle time, 


and then vaniſbeth away; yet theſe People will perſwade 


themſelves that their own Lives ſhall be more durable 


and laſting, and promiſe themſelves Years to come: 


but alas on a ſudden the Lamp of Life go's out, and 
their unprepared Souls paſs into outer Darkneſs. 


.  Whence is it that men are thus ſtupid, ſince they 


know not at what hour they may be called out of che 
World? I anſwer briefly, It ſprings from their Tgno- 
trance of God and of themſelves :\ They are ignorant 
of God's Holineſs and Juſtice, and ſeldom think of 
any other than the indulgent Attributes of Mercy, 

| 'Goodvneſs and Patience. Becauſe Sentence againſt an evil 
Work is not A executed, therefore the tarts of the 

Chilaren of Me: 

_ wiſe ſprings from their Ignorance of themſelves ; they 


are fully ſet in them to do evil. It like- 


are not ſenſible of their loſt Condition in the firſt Alam; 
they don't ſee their Guilt and Pollution in their deftruc- 


Live Conſequences; they don't know the Worth of 
their Souls; therefore they neglect 'em, and are whol- 


taken up with the Gratifications of the Animal 


Again, an inordinate Love to this World prevents 
mens Preparation for another: Some are intent upon 
Buſineſs, while others ſpend all their time in Diver- 
ſion; but both agree to negle& the moſt important Af- 
fair: They find time for every thing, but the one thing 
needful; and like Archimedes are drawing Deſigns in 
the Duſt, till Death breaks their Deſigns, and reduces 
them to that from whence they were taken. 
Again, ſome defer their Preparations, becauſe Death 


* Hr. u Heriilei Col 1 8 


is a melancholy and troubleſom thing to think of; ;rhey 

imagine if they ſhould familiarize the Een. 4 
Death, it would'damp all the Joys of Life, and inſuſe 
x Bitterneſs i into their pleafant Cups. They thinkthat 
Conſiderations about Death and Judgment” are only 
Proper fer the Sick and the Aged, but very unſutable 
for ſuch as are in Health, in the Greenneſs and Vivaci- 
ty of Youth. - Finally; the vain Opinion that ſome 


ha ve of their own Power and Freewill, to repent and fi 


turn at what time they pleaſe, cauſes: them to de- 
fer their getting ready for Eternity, ol E an . 


the laſt Moments of their time. 
Now all theſe vain Pleas would: vaniſh, were 'Peo- 


4 ple but ſenſible of their Guilr and Pollution, of their 
own Impotency, and the need t — in of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; then ie Thoug hts-of not ing the Hour 


When Chriſt will — a Judg, ts be ae 1 


to move them to fly to him preſently as a Saviaur. 
3. How pag 2 _ be, who think . 
: they are ready for Death and Judgment, that they. 
berruly ſo; 125 a matter of chab __ Concern, and 

af you miſtake here, you are loſt for ever. There- 
fore carefully look into the State of your Souls, and 4 
beg of God to ſearch and try you; and if upon a 
ſtriet Inquiry you can find, that you are juſtified by 
the Blood of Chriſt, and renewed by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, adore the Riehes of God's e e 


Grace. 
But if any of you upon Enquiry find your ſelves. 
anready, let me exhort you to get ready with all poſſi- 


ble Speed: For in ſuch an Hour as you think not, the. 
Son of Man cometh. And that this Exhortation ma 
have its due weight upon your Conſciences, I would: | 


| ſuggeſt to your ſerious - Thoughts the following; 
things, : 0) Con- 5 


(..) Conſider that no time is properly ours but 
the preſent; therefore tis highly reaſonable it ſhould 
be improved in getting our ſelves ready for Death and 
| nent: All future time is as much out of our 
Power, as that which is already paſt. Now ſince tis 
uncertain When we ſhall be called out of the World, 
tis a matter of the greateſt moment, that we take 
care to be always ready. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to mor- 
rom, for thou knoweſt not what a Day may bring forth. 
Some are forming Deſigns for was Years. to come, 
tho they have not a Moment but the preſeat one at 
their Diſpoſe. Tis only the preſent time that is ours, 
yet that is ſliding away while I am ſpeaking to you; 
and h Moment in which I pronounced the laſt Sen- 
tence, will never return again. We enjoy the preci- 
ous Commodity of Time, Momeat after Moment ; 
_ God gives not two together, but takes away one when 
he gives another: how ſhould we then value that we 
enjoy ſo little of at once? Therefore let as redeem Time, 
aui give all Diligence to be found ef Chriſt in Peace, mib. 
aut Spot umd Blume, in the Day of Gt. 
.) Conki "that nouh6r+he Hour of Death, nor, 
that of Chriſt!s appearing can tarry beyond the time 
fixed inthe Counſels of Heaven, till we prepare our 
: ſelves. Whether W'e are ready Or O, We mult away ; 
at the Divme Summons, and hen that will be we can- 
not tell. Chriſt will not delay his Coming to Judg- 
ment; but at the time appointed by the Father, He 
thut allume, will come, and mill not tarry, whether 
thou art ready for his Coming or not; therefore be ye 
( 3.) Conſider that at Death your State is determi- 
ned for ever. As the Tree falls, ſo it lies; and as 
Deutch leaves you, Judgment will find you. If you 
RES i ST > die 
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of Mr. Hercules Collins. | 
die in a State of Sin, under the Wrath and Difplea- 
ſure of God, you will abide fo for ever. We can die 
| but once, how does it then concern us to prepare for. 
that which can be but once done, becauſe an Error 
committed in that, cannot be amended afterwards? Qs 
Sirs ! Think of it with ſerioufnefs, whenever theſe 
Souls diflodg from your Bodies, they'l be fixed in an 
unalterableState of Happineſs or Miſery: There is. 
no refining Fire to purge you, if you gd unprepared: 
into the next Wort.. TY 
(.) Conſider how great will be the Difadvantape,. 
if you are ſurprized in an unprepared State. Thy In- 
diſpoſition juſt before thy Death may bę ſo great; that 
thou mayſt be uncapable of ſerious Reflection. 
Moreover, how wilt thou do to fuſtain 'acute.Pains- 
and amazing Terrors? To groan under the Burden of. 
a weak dying Body, and feel the Convulſions of x 
wounded Spirit at the ſame time! To be ſofick that 
you cannot live, and ty ſo guilty as to beafraid to 
die, this is a deplorable State indeed. Dr. Jer. Taylor 
tells us of a melancholy Perfon, who ſaw Hell in a 
Dream or Viſion, whoſe Amazement- thereupon: 
Vas ſuch, that he would have choſen ten times to die, 
rather than feel again fo much of that Horror. And 
certainly ſomething equal, if not exceeding this, does 
ſeize unprepared Sinners, when they are juſt entring 
into Eternity. Who can tell the thouſandth part of. 
that Torture, which poor Souls feel from a Senſe of 
Divine Wrath, when the Horrors of a guilty Mind: 
mix with the Pangs of Death? Again, thy Summons 
into the other World may be ſo fudden, that thou. 
mayſt have neither time to conſider hat is conveni- 
ent to be done, nor time to do it in. O how ſad will 
be the Condition of ſuch who are called _— 
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232 A Sermon preached at the Funeral 
* *theyare ready for Chriſt's Appearing and Kingdom? 
Do you think you could do any thing to get ready to 
meet your Judg, if you ſaw him appearing in the Clouds 
of Heaven with Power and great Glory? If the Ele- 
ments were melting with fervent Heat, and the Hea- 
vens ſhrivel'd up as a Scrol when tis rolled together; 
if the Mountains were removing, and the Earth ſha- 
king, and the Stars falling, and the World blazing and 
cracking about your Ears, what could you do amidſt 
all that Noiſe and Terror? You would then be for 
hiding your ſelves in Dens and Rocks of the Earth, 
and callto the Mountains to fall on you and cover you, 
++ that ſits on the Throne, and the Wrath of the 
() Conſider, that if you ſhould. defer Preparation 
to an indefinite Hereafter, you are not ſure that God's 
Spirit will afford you any aſſiſtance, and without that 
thou eanſt neither repent or believe, for both are the 
Gifts of God. By Grace you are ſav'd thro Faith, and 
that not of your ſelves,” tis the 7 5 of God, not of Norts, 
leſt. am Man ſbould boaſt. Reſiſt not the Spirit, leſt he 
rive with you no more; Can the Ethiopian change 
his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ? then may you that are 
acciſtom d to do Evil learn (of your ſelves} to do well. 
Thelieve: you that have had Experience of Divine 
things, and know what it is 70 paſs from Death to Life, 
will readily own, that the Will of Man is determin'd 
by the ſpecial Grace of God, when Chriſt is form'd in 
| the Heart, and is become the Object of its Deſire and 
De Choice; and that mere Nature as.corrupted can no. 
 __  Morerelift a pleaſing and agreeable Temptation to Sin, 
than the faint Breath of a Man can ſtop the rapid 
ſtreams of a Mighty River. | 
..(6.) Conſider the Advantage of being always rea- 
\ 149 oe" 
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, Ar. Hercules Collins; | | 
dy. Death in any dreſs'will-be.no Terror to a prepar'd 
Soul; and tho the Cry ſhould be at Midnight; Come 


8 


Warning with Gladne 


rors himſelf is embrac'd as a Friend by that Man that 


to enter in with the Bride- 
groom. Tis Mens being «zready that makes them 
tear Death; but the fears of Death abate when we 
| know that the Sting is remov'd, and the King of Ter- 


is compleatly ready to die: and indeed tis only fuch _ 


that can retain a firmneſs of Spirit under conſtant 


Pain and lingring Sickneſs, the Harbingers of Death. 
Jo have all quiet and well within while the Body 7 


languiſhes with Pain; to have, ſtrong © Conſolation 


and good Hope, as the Anchor of the Soul both ſure 


and ſtedfaſt, juſt as we are lanching forth into the 


Ocean of Eternity: This, this is peculiar-to-thoſe that 


are ready, And with what alacrity and pleaſure 


can ſuch Souls engage in all parts of Religiqus Wor- 
ſhip here, who are ready for their remove, and fit to be 


joinꝰd to the general Aſſembly above Ip 
ln ſuch a poſture of Soul was He, whoſe Death occa- 
ſiocs this Diſcourſe. -, I doubt. not but he was au 


yas well as habitually ready; you know I mean your 
late Worthy Paſtor Mr. Hercules Collins, concerning 


whomT have need to ſay the leſs, becauſe his DotFrine 


you have heard, and his Example you have ſeen for.ſo 


A many. Years: the former was agreeable to the Senti- 
ments of the Reformed Churches in all Fundamental 


Doctrine of God our Saviour. 


Articles of Faith, and the latter ſuch as did adorn tlie 


« 
» * 
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ile began to be Religious early, and continua 
Faithful to the laſt. He was not ſhock d hy the Fury 


of Perſecutors, tho he ſuffer d Impriſonment for the 


Name of Chriſt. an 
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155800 that he could ſay, I nom le I hau be- 
hat my Redeemer iveth; 
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"He was one that had a ſolid Acquaintance with 
Divine Things, about which he always ' ſpoke with 
Anon Seriouſneſs and a due Reliſh; and Imuſt 
fay, I hardly ever knew a Man that did more con- 
ſtantiy promote Religious Diſcourſe (a Practice al- 
moſt out of faſhion :) he ſhewed an unwearied En- 
deavour to recover the decayed Power of Religion, 


for hie lived what he preached, and it pleaſed God 


to ſucceed his Endeavours in the Goſpel after a on · 
gerful manner. Are there not here many that muſt 
cal him Father, whom he hath begotten thro the Go- 
pe? May it not be faid of this Man and that Woman, 
were Wo here? 
If he had not ſome Mens Accuracy, et it was 
made up by a conſtant Flame, for no Man could . 
ol Se. a more affectionate Regard to the Sal- 
And how well he diſcharged the 
N Pianos of his Paſtoral Function, this Church 


18a 2 Wines whom be as watched © over and viſited 


above five and tent Tears. 

Je had Luther?s three Qualifications fot «Goſpel- 
hiniſter ; he was much given to Meditation and 
233 and hardly any Man was more grievouſly 
* the Devil than your deceaſed Paſtor : tho 
years Satan in a great meaſure was bruiſed 
Under His His V feet and God had ſo cleared up his Love to 


teved, Thnow'to whons Thave committed my Soul, I know 
| and I know that hin this 
oo of my T, ubernacle is diſſolved, I have 4 
| 4 Houſe not made with "Hands, eternal 
2 A conſtant walk was in the Fear 
. Lord, -and in the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
* fall _— of the Love of God for 4 
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Years; * et this did not make him eareloſranit Jag 


ligent in 
but kept him at the foot of Chriſt. | 
How exemplary was his Submiſſion under per 


and relative Trials; his on Indiſpoſitions were 73 7 
and great; yet in Patience he poſſeſſed his Soul, and was al- 


ways learning from the Diſcipline of the: Rod:and how 


well he carried it under the Affliction he had with a 


near Relation, you cannot but know. I confeſs I 
have thoughthim in that reſpe& one of the beſt Ex- 
amples that ever I knew; ſurely no Perfonicould- be 


more tender and ſympathizing. In a word, he was 


faithful in every Relation, a Man of Truth and Inte- 
grity, one entirely devoted to the Service of the Tem- 


ple, and zealouſly bent to promote the Intereſt of the 


Lord Redeemer. But alas! this uſeful Miniſter is 
filenced, and a few Days Indiſpoſition has given him u 


Remove from the Toils of the Palpi, to = Tongs | 


of the Throne. 7 
I confeſs I had not the Oppor tunity of conrerticns 

with him in his laſt Hineſs; | but I am informed b 

thoſe that were with him; that he fetained an exe 


tent Savour of Divine Things to the Day of his Death; 5 
and did diſcourſe but the Morning hefore he died after 


a very moving manner, being greatly affected with 
thoſe Words, * They overcame by. . Blood of : ithe 


Lamb. *Tis true, he is fallen in Bartel, but he died 
more than a Conqueror; and having fought the Loon 


Fight, and finiſ his Coarſe,. and kept the'Faith, he 
quitted the Body, that he might receive an unfading 
1 1 
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* This was 8 tl 0 laſt Tex: tFat he in abel on, it 6 on a Funetal 
Occaſion. 
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Heaven, and God is teaching vs. by terrible things in 
Righteouſneſs. And we ſþall diſcover great Stupidity: 
if we do not obſerve how God hath broken us with 
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* A. Sermors preacked- at the Funeral 


Breach upon Breach *: He hath remov?d both LVoungx- 
er and Elder Miniſters. Therefore on this occaſion 
ſuffer me to ſpealꝭ a few Words to three ſorts of People, 
and! Thave dag . 


T. To ſurviving Miniſters. I confeſs I am the un- 


worthieſt of your number; and conſidering my Age, 


and before whom I ſtand, my Words ought to be 
ſew. Vet the Senſe J have upon my own Soul con- 


cerning the Methods of God's Providence towards us, 


inclines me to addreſs my ſelf to you, my Fathers, that 
were in Chriſt before me, and preach'd him before 1 


knew him. Suffer a Son to put you in mind of do- 


ing the utmoſt you can for Chriſt while here; for 


youmuſt ſhortly go, and what then ſhall we do to 


ſtem the Tide of Profaneneſs, and anſwer the Cavils 
of Scepticks againſt our Holy Religion? O pity, pity 
the riſing. Generation, of Young Minifters: Pray for 
them, adviſe them, and do all you can to help them 
in their Work before you leave them: Be an Exam- 
ple to em, that when you are gather'd to your Fa- 
thers, we may "ſtand up and plead for your God and 
Ours.. And you, my Brethren, that are younger, 
let me intreat you to apply your ſelves to cloſe Study 


and conſtant Prayer, that you may ſhew your ſelves 
 Workmen that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 


Word of Trath. 


1 „„ 8 — — — 
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' * Mr. Dennis and Mr. Tho. Harriſon both died in the Compaſs of "fix. 
Days in Auguſt laſt ;, and fince the Preaching of this Sermon Mr. William 
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Collins is deceas d: 
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loſt an Excellent Paſtor: In the niiũſt of 'your Tears 


look up to Heaven, and pray to the Lord of the Harveſt Mas. 9.38: 
that he would ſend forth ' Labourers into his Harveſt, ; 


Remember the God you pray to can diſpenſe the 8pi?ʒ?ꝰ⸗-» 
rit in what meaſures he pleaſes, and qualiſy Win he 
will for the Miniſtration of the Goſpel. But let not 
that make you defective on your part: Vou muſt not 
expect that Preachers will drop down from Heaven, or 
ſpring our of the Earth; but due Care muſt be taken 
for the incouragement of humble men that have rout © 4 
Gifts, and let ſuch be train*d'up in Z ſeful Learning, — 
that they may be able to defend the Truths they 

preach. Your Paſtor's Mouth is ſtop'd, and cannot” 
ſpeak to you; but this I am ſure was the Senfe of his 4 
Mind. To cloſe this Head, Labour to keep” rhe Unity = 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace: And tho your Elder 
is dead, remember your Relation to the Church is not 

diſſolv'd, but you are bound: to keep your Places, and 
to do your utmoſt to promote the Happineſs of this 
Congregation. ' The Church is in a ſtate. of Widow- 
hood; and I hope you will not forget to ſympathize 
with your. Paſtor's diſtreſſed Widow; to defend her 
Right, and ſupport her to the laſt. * en 

| Be as ſpeedy as you-can in filling up the Place in the 
Church of Him that is gone: And may you have a Paſtor - 
after God's own Heart. 1 | 


* 


3. To you that were the conſtant Auditors of the 
deceas'd Miniſter. ?Tis to be fear'd that many of you 
have not improvꝰd ſo much as you ought to have done: 
Lou are Witneſſes with what Zeal and Fervour, with 
what Conſtancy and Seriouſneſs he us'd to warn and >. 
5 bs: ine - © 
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1 A Sermon preach'd at the Funeral, &c. 

ö perſwade you. Tho you have been deaf to his former 
4 Preaching, yet liſten to m — 5 of _ Providence, 
leſt you continue fin your Slumber till you {ſleep the 

| Tou cannot but ſee, unleſs you will cloſe your Eyes, 

4 - ©. that this World and the Faſhion of it is paſſing away. O 

—_ © © © "whata Change will a few Months or Years make in 
this numerous Aſſembly ! Lea what a ſad Change has 
ilttle more than a Fortnight made in this Congrega- 

tion! He that was ſo lately preaching in this Pulpit is 
now wrapt in his Shrowd, and confin'd to his Cof- 
fin; and the Lips that fo often diſpers'd Knowledg a- 
mongſt you, are ſeal'd up till the ReſurreQion. 
Here's the Body of your late Miniſter ; but his 
Soul is enter*d into the Joy of his Lord. O that thoſe 
of you that would not be perſwaded by him living, 

5 might be wrought upon by his Death for tha he is 

+  deadhe yet ſpeaketh; and what doth he ſay both to 
EF Miniſters and People, but be ye alſo ready, for in ſueh 

43 hoar 4s you think not, the Son of Man comet? 
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TE Natural Frailty of Princes. conſider? d: A . as. © 

mon preach'd the 29th of Marth, 1702. uponthe 
fad Occafion of the Death of the late Hi h and Nin. 5 
Prince Mil iam the 1 ing wo England, & e. 
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